Poliomyelitis now shares with epidemic influenza the place occupied during the i9th century by cholera, smallpox and typhus fever. Recurring yearly in some form in most highly industrialized countries, it may attack the most favoured with devastating effect, killing approximately io per cent. and maiming permanently a further i5 per cent. of those attacked. On the other hand, primitive, overcrowded, povertystricken regions generally escape these visitations, due almost certainly to universal infection in childhood. The successful reproduction of the disease in higher apes and proof of its virus nature by Landsteiner and Popper in I908, and the demonstration of the mode of spread and invasion of its natural hosts by Flexner and (Leake, 1935) , led to their disuse. In recent years the discovery (Enders et al., 1949) that the Lansing strain could be grown in human embryo tissues and later other strains, in simian renal and testicular tissues (Li and Schaeffer, 1953) 
